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A.F.L. Opens Fight Before Labor Board © 
Panel Against "Little Steel Formula” 


A‘ter a determined fight by the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, the National War Labor Board fin- 
ally anounced a public hearing, opening last Monday, 
heiore a panel on labor's demands that the Little 
ste ] formula be “realistically modified.” 


{svyidence showing that American workers are suf- 
fering grave and needless injustice because of the 
operation of this wage-freezing formula will be pre- 
sented at the public hearing by the American Fed 
eration of Labor and several of its affiliated unions. 


Three-Man Panel 


If the three-man panel, composed of a labor, in- 
dusiry and public representative, decides that a 
prima facie case has been made for modification of 
the formula, it will refer the matter back to the 
National War Labor Board with the recommenda- 
tion that the board go into the matter further and 
hear the arguments of government and_ business 
spokesmen. Then, if the full Board decides labor 
has proved its case, it can recommend action to the 
President. 

George Meany, secretary-treasurer of the A.F.L. 
and a member of the National War Labor Board, 
was scheduled to open labor’s case at the panel hear- 
ing, and to be followed by economists for the Fed- 
eration and by representatives of the A.F.L. unions 
desiring to present evidence. 

Defeat C.I.O. Obstruction 

Decision of the N.W.L.B. to authorize a public 
hearing on the A.F.L. petition for modification of the 
Little Steel formula came only after a long fight 
against C.I.O. obstruction. The C.1.0., hoping to gain 
exclusive credit for breaking the formula, insisted 
that the fate of the formula should rest entirely upon 
the outcome of its current wage case in the steel 
industry. 

This narrow policy would have prevented labor 
xenerally, and the A.F.L. in particular, from sub- 
mitting evidence of wage injustices in other indus- 
ries and would have dangerously weakened labor’s 
fight against the formula. 

Notwithstanding these obvious facts, C.I.O. Presi- 
dent Murray put on a characteristic “ery-baby” act 
and complained that the A.F.L. members of the 
\.W.L.B. were trying to prevent the Steel panel 
rom considering modification of the formula. 

Guard Interests of All Workers 


Robert J. Watt, A.F.L. board member, promptly 
retorted that Federation representatives had never 
voted against the narrow resolution Murray insisted 
Upon, but had only sought to broaden it so that. the 
wage question could be considered in relation to its 
cfieet upon workers in all industries. 

Experts believe a much stronger case can be pre- 
~nted for modification of the Little Steel formula 
‘*s it applies to many other industries, than the steel 
industry itself. 

Government resistance to any change in the w ize 
formula is based upon the contention that such modi- 
‘tion would compel increases in prices and pro- 
ote inflation. The steel industry, in support of this 
ontention, has publicly warned that higher wages 
n that industry would force higher prices for steel. 
lu many other industries, however, it can be proved 

ontestably that higher wage rates can be absorbed 
\ithout necessitating a higher price for the product. 

Key to the attack on the Little Steel formula is the 

ding of a joint A.F.L-C.LO. investigation that the 


cost of living has increased 43.5 per cent since Janu- 
ary 1, 1941. The formula is based on an official find- 
ing that the cost of living increased 15 per cent be- 
tween that date and May 1942. Therefore, it per- 
mits wage increases of 15 per cent over the rate pre- 
vailing on January 1, 1941. 

The formula contained an implicit assurance that 
if it could be shown that the cost of living increased 
further in the future wage rates should be.2di 
accordingly. However, the Government ~ 
to regard the formula as the final adjustmet 
duration and it has strenuously denied t~ vai 
facts with regard to the continuing rise in living costs. 

In authorizing the public panel hearing of the 
A.F.L. petition for modification of the wage formula, 
the N.W.L.B. hastened to deny any preconceived 
determination to change it. The board said: 

“The fact that the board is prepared to consider 
evidence submitted to the panels on demands which 
would involve a modification of the Little Steel 
formula should not be taken as an indication of any 
present. decision on the part of the board as to 
whether it will or will not eventually seek a change 
in the Little Steel formula.” 

This statement indicates clearly that a long and 
bitter fight still lies ahead. 


No Labor Council Meeting 


There will be no meeting of the San Francisco 
Labor Council tonight. Following the usual cus- 
tom, the delegates voted last week to omit the 
session, which would fall on Good Friday. The 
next meeting, therefore, will be held on April 14. 


Anti-Poll Tax Measure to 
Come on Floor of Senate 


The anti-poll tax bill will be called up in the Sen- 
ate directly after the Easter recess, promptly after 
the Senators return on April 17, Senator James Mead 
of New York announced after consultation with 
Senate Majority Leader Barkley of Kentucky and 
Senator McCarran of Nevada. The bill will be moved 
by Senator McCarran, chairman of the Senate judi- 
clary committee, which last November reported out 
the bill favorably 12 to 6, after hearings as to its 
constitutionality. The decision was to give the bill 
full right of way after the recess. The bill would 
abolish the poll tax as a prerequisite to voting in 
federal elections. 

It is reported that even Senator Bilbo of Missis- 
sippl, bitterest. opponent of the bill’s passage, has 
stated that it would pass if it was ever brought. to a 
vote. 

In the way of the bill’s passage looms only the 
threat of a minority to filibuster the bill to death, 
as was done in the last session of Congress. The 
parliamentary means exist to defeat this filibuster, 
and the champions of the bill are well aware of them. 
Constituents of senators are being urged by friends 
of the bill to urge their senators to give support to 
the parliamentary moves necessary to insure its pas- 
sage, and particularly to vote against any plan that 
would extend life to a filibuster. The measure al- 
ready has passed the House, and has the support of 
all groups in the organized labor movement. 


No. 10 


Anti-Victory Referendum 
Petition Meets Opposition 
Of State's Employers 


From Headquarters of the California State Federation of Labor 

Reports received by the Federation’s office from 
many employers throughout the State, expressing 
their condemnation of the proposed anti-victory pe- 
tition catchingly phrased the “Right to Employment,” 
are indeed encouraging. It establishes clearly that 
the results_of, many years of collective bargaining 
i e ling reached between these employers 
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be discarded because of the narrow, 
= and isolationist program instigated by the 

Merchants and Manufacturers’ Association in south- 

ern California. 

Conclusions of Employers 


The conclusions reached by these employers are 
interesting as well as illuminating. Reasons for their 
taking such action are based on the following con- 
siderations: Many of them have found that, their 
labor relations have been stabilized through estab- 
lished bargaining relations with unions; that as a 
result of these satisfactory contractual relations, pro- 
duction has been increased; and that the unions have 
contributed immeasurably to the urgent policy of 
preventing stoppages of work and stimulating greater 
efficiency within the plants. 

Denial of a Right 

Should such an initiative measure, as proposed by 
the narrow and bigoted Merchants and Manufactur- 
ers’ Association, be enacted into law, then the em- 
ployers themselves, who in many cases prefer a union 
shop or any other form of inclusive union relations, 
would be discriminated against and denied the right 
to operate their business in the best manner they sec 
fit. These employers fear such a consequence, and 
rightfully view this measure as one that would seri- 
ously interfere with their businesses and work great 
hardships upon them. 

Dictatorial Power to the State 

There are many employers throughout the State of 
California, as well as throughout the nation, who will 
attest to the fact that the closed shop is preferable 
in their operations. These employers have the same 
right as the employees to determine what kind of 
bargaining relations they prefer. And for any group 
to place itself as the final judge in determining what 
the relationship between employers and employees 
shall be is dangerously like the practices now being 
followed in all countries under the domination of 
the Nazis. It introduces an element that would place 
complete power in the State to dictate in every es- 
sential detail the way any employer or employee is 
to conduct himself in exercising his right to bargain 
for his best interests. This obviously would restrict 
what privileges management and labor now enjoy, 


‘and would create a precedent that would eventually 


victimize the very people who are now, so arduously, 
backing this initiative petition. 
Asks Complete Analysis 
The Federation is confident that if every fair- 
minded employer in the State of California will an- 
alyze the full significance of this proposed initiative 
measure, he will see that, in the long run, it will 
cause him as much damage as it will the unions, just 
as it is now undoubtedly injuring the best interests 
of our war effort. 
The enactment of this measure would be the rank- 
(Continued on Page Two) 
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Mediation Board Chairman 
Raps Connally-Smith Law 


Dr. William M. Leiserson, chairman of the Na- 
tional Mediation Board urged centralization of the 
Government’s wartime machinery for handling labor 
disputes and at the same time condemned the op- 
pressive Smith-Connally law. Far from reducing in- 
dustrial strife, that law has made matters worse, he 
said. 

“Laws to prohibit strikes provide no solution,” 
Leiserson stressed. “They merely give us illegal 
strikes instead of legal ones.” 

As a matter of fact, the no-strike agreement be- 
tween management and labor did more to cut down 
work stoppages during the first year of its function- 
ing “than did the ‘national service’ laws and legal 
restrictions on strikes in Great Britain and Canada,” 
he pointed out. 

While walkouts increased in the past year, “they 
have reached no more alarming proportions than in 
Britain or Canada,” he said. “Had the underlying 
conditions of the no-strike agreement been carried 
out—namely, that disputes should be decided ‘on 
their merits’-—strikes would have been much fewer,” 
Leiserson maintained. 

He accused the Government itself of overriding 
the no-strike agreement by arbitrarily imposing the 
Little Steel formula and other restrictions, in viola- 
tion of the original agreement. 

“The compulsory features of the stabilization pro- 
gram have been added to the no-strike agreement, 
over the opposition of the unions, yet they are still 
expected to abide by the voluntary arbitration agree- 
ment which has been turned into compulsory arbitra- 
tion.’ 

Despite such provocation, “the power of the unions 
and the prestige of labor leaders have been exerted 
mainly as a restraining influence on strikes,” the 
Mediation Board chairman added. 

—___—___ 
ADVICE TO HOME BUILDERS 

Many young married men in the service are dream- 
ing of the home they plan to build when the war is 
over. To provide practical information to guide these 
men in making their plans, the Better Business Bu- 
reau offers to mail a copy of its booklet, “Facts You 
Should Know About Buying or Building a Home,” 
to any San Francisco service man sending his name 
and address to the Bureau, 15 Stockton street (8). 
Civilians may obtain the booklet by sending their 
name and address, together with five 1-cent stamps, 
to the Bureau office. 
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Headquarters for Defense 


WORK CLOTHES 


at the Lowest Prices! 
—— UNION-MADE <—_ 
Can’t Bust’Em, 
Headlight, Lee, 
Sweet-Orr, Big Ben, 
White, Duck, Boss 
of the Road Union 
Made Work Clothes 


1041 Market and 45 Kearny St. 
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Factory Employment in California 

The Department of Industrial Relations reports 
further loss of employees from California manufac- 
turing plants in February. 


Continued contraction in durable goods industries 
was responsible for a decrease in the number of fac- 
tory wage earners to 862,200 in February, from 870,- 
600 in January. Employment in non-durable goods 
plants, however, increased to 172,600 in February, 
from 171,800 in January. 


The same report reveals that the San Francisco 
Bay industrial area (five counties) manufacturing 
plants lost 1500 wage earners between January and 
February. The number of factory workers in the 
area decreased to 266,900 in February, from 268,400 
in January. 

Employment in non-durable goods industries in the 
area increased seosonally to 48,300 wage earners in 
February, from 47,200 in January. Durable goods 
plants employed 218,600 wage earners in February, 
compared with 221,200 in January. 


Fights Little Steel Formula 


(Continued from Page One) 


est kind of class legislation. Instead of granting 
greater freedom, it would take away most of the 
freedom which we now have the privilege of exer- 
cising, and it can eventually introduce a new form 
of government that would weaken the whole base of 
our democracy. 

All Perspective Is Lost 


That certain persons or groups of persons who are 
prejudiced will permit their prejudice to run away 
with their reason is, unfortunately, a well known fact. 
In the running away, all perspective is lost. We be- 
lieve that in this case the Merchants and Manufac- 
turers’ Association is blinded by its determination to 
re-establish conditions that have long been super- 
ceded, and that its proposed plan would act as a 
break on the locomotive of history. 

In view of the gratifying results attained by the 
collaboration of labor and management, it is indeed 
hard to understand how anyone could propose to 
change such a satisfactory relationship with a mea- 
sure that will only disrupt a teamwork that has met 
the most serious and critical test. 

Duty to the Nation 


The California State Federation of Labor is, there- 
fore, hopeful that the pressure from the responsible 
and public-spirited employers throughout the State 
will be sufficient to discourage the further spread of 
this campaign that will unquestionably create a divi- 
sion on the home front at a time when the most 
crucial period is being reached on the fighting front. 
America cannot afford this. And California cannot 


‘ and should not be stigmatized with establishing 1 


precedent that would weaken our fighting front. 

It is up to the citizens of California to assert them- 
selves by not signing these petitions and by influenc- 
ing their friends to act likewise. 


Have you made a blood donation to the Blood Bank? 


Friday, April 7, 194) 
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Cutters Trim Communists 
In Election of Officers 


Another defeat for Communists in their effor's {, 
capture administrative positions in the Internationa 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union was recorded wit) 
announcement of the results of elections in the Cut 
ters’ Union, an I.L.G.W.U. affiliate. 

The incumbent administration, headed by Isador 
Nagler, manager of the union, was re-elected by an 
overwhelming vote. While Nagler was unoppcsed, 
Harry Shapiro, running for re-election as president, 
defeated his Communist-supported opponent, Charles 
Stein, by a vote of 4259 to 810. Stein polled tho 
highest vote received by any of the Communist 
candidates. Louis Stulberg was re-elected assistant 
manager by a vote of 4501 against 655 for Charles 
Nemeroff, supported by Communists. 

The Communists also lost the contests for four. 
teen business agents, twenty-two members of the 
executive board of the cutters’ organization ani 
eleven delegates to the national convention. 

Commenting on the outcome of the elections, 
David Dubinsky, international president of the 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union, declared: “With 
the election in the Cutters’ Union, Local 10, the 
voting in our local unions in New York City for the 
election of officers, and delegates to our convention 
next May, is completed; 160,000 members partici- 
pated. Of the close to 2000 officers elected in 38 loval 
unions—246 delegates, 290 paid officials and 1400 ex. 
ecutive board members—not a single Communist 
was elected to any office whatsoever.” 


Texas Probe Hits at O'Daniel 


Resignation of John D. Reed as State Labor Con- 
missioner was demanded by the joint legislative audit 
committee of Texas following disclosure that he had 
permitted U. S. Senator O’Daniel, when Governor, 
to load the State payroll with members of his “hill- 
billy” band. 

O’Daniel, who has crusaded throughout the South 
in favor of anti-labor legislation, also will have a lot 
of explaining to do. 

State Auditor Caveness testified that in 1942 two 
men in the hillbilly band which O’Daniel used in 
campaign barnstorming were carried on the State La- 
bor Department’s payroll as boiler inspectors. 

In testifying about the diversion of public funds 
to pay members of O’Daniel’s band, Caveness said 
the musicians knew nothing whatsoever about boil- 
ers, notwithstanding a State law that requires that 
“boiler inspectors shall have not less than five years’ 
practical experience with steam boilers, as a steam 
engineer, boilermaker or boiler inspector.” 

———_—_—_$___— ¢— 


ASK FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS 
A total of 35,000 men and women in the armed 
forces so far have applied for absentee ballots so 
that they might vote in California’s May 16 pri- 
mary. Secretary of State Frank M. Jordan announced 
last Tuesday. Of this number nearly 7000 had made 
application within the last three weeks. 


Protect Your Valuables 


SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES OF ALL SIZES 
AVAILABLE AT 


THE BANK OF CALIFORNIA 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


MISSION BRANCH: 


CORNER SIXTEENTH STREET AND JULIAN AVENUE 


SAN FRANCISCO 
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California's Post-War 
Planning Program Speeded 


The activities of the California State Reconstruc- 
{ion and Re-employment Commission were shifted 
into high gear at the recent meeting with its Citizens 
Advisory Committees in Sacramento. 


At a general session in the morning, Governor 
Werren and Col. Alexander R. Heron, director of 
Re onstruction and Re-employment, outlined to com- 
mi'tee members the objectives and program of the 
corimission and the responsibilities and functions of 
the Citizens Advisory Committees. State Senator 
Mayo told of the work of his Senate interim com- 
miltee on post-war construction. Assemblyman T. 
Fenton Knight, chairman of the Assembly Interim 
Committee on Post-war Rehabilitation, described 
the work of his committee and its efforts to aid in 
post-war readjustment. 

Nine Committees Organized 


The law setting up the Reconstruction and Re- 
employment Commission specifies that each of the 
nine members of the commission shall serve as chair- 
man of a five-man Citizens Advisory Committee. 
Forty-five outstanding Californians have been cho- 
sen to serve on the nine committees organized to 
cover the major interests and activities of the people 
of the State: Agriculture, education, industry, trade 
and services, natural resources, public works, research, 
yeterans and social and industrial welfare. 

It was announced that the commission believes 
that through these Citizens Advisory Committees it 
can obtain the benefit of the experience and judg- 
ment of these leaders and can make its services avail- 
able to industries, communities and groups actively 
at work on post-war plans. Through the contacts of 
committee members, increasing areas may be found, 
within which the plans and efforts of many groups 
can be united. Each committee member has a dou- 
ble responsibility. He is an advisor to the commis- 
sion on problems within the field of his own com- 
mittee. He is also an advisor to the citizens of the 
State, and particularly to the groups with whom he 
has day-to-day contact, on the policies, program and 
activities of the commission. 


Of Interest to Union Members 

In the afternoon, each of the citizens committees 
yot down to work in its own field, considering com- 
prehensive agenda for its initial activities. Of spe- 
cial interest to trade union members is the Com- 
mittee on Social and Industrial Welfare, under the 
chairmanship of Paul Scharrenberg, director of Indus- 
trial Relations, and whose members include: Daniel 
P. Haggerty vice-president of the San Francisco 
Labor Council; J. F. Hassler, vice-president, Bank 
of Commerce of Oakland; Dr. Arlien Johnson, dean 
of the Graduate School of Social Work of the Uni- 
versity of Southern California; Fred E. Reynolds, 
legislative representative of the Brotherhood of Lo- 
‘omotive Engineers, and J. S. Thimmes, president 
of the California C.1.0. 

Post-war adjustments will inevitably create prob- 
lems of social and industrial welfare. Scharrenberg’s 
committee will advise the commission on such mat- 
ters as public health, disposition of sub-standard 
housing, restoration of working standards relaxed 
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during the war, and readjustment of displaced war 
workers. The work of this committee will tie in 
closely with the research and other activities of the 
California State Federation of Labor and other or- 
ganizations already in the field. 


Other labor members on Citizens Advisory Com- 
mittees include C. J. Haggerty, secretary of the 
California State Federation of Labor; Charles W. 
Real, vice-president, State Federation of Labor, and 
William Bassett, secretary-treasurer of the Los An- 
geles Central Labor Council. 


Problems for Consideration 
Major problems before the Reconstruction and 
Re-employment Commission are the re-employment 
of returning Veterans and displaced war workers, the 
conversion of industry and commerce to peace-time 
conditions, the development of new industries, and 


; post-war adjustment, and reconstruction generally. 


The commission believes that bold and vigorous ac- 
tion is the best counterattack against unemployment. 
It believes that those actively engaged in providing 
and distributing goods and services must take the 
lead in developing post-war plans, and will encourage 
and aid organized groups and individuals throughout 
the State in formulating plans and in harmonizing 
their efforts to assure expanding praee tape jobs and 
incomes in California. 


At the initial meeting of the Citizens Advisory 
Committee on Social and Industrial Welfare a com- 
prehensive study of post-war problems of social wel- 
fare in California was recommended. The commit- 
tee urged that a survey be made of the adequacy of 
the pre-war social security system to cope with any 
possible post-war demands that may be made wheu 
hostilities cease. The committee also recommended 
the enactment of a sound and adequate “second- 
injury”-fund law to minimize the objection of em- 
ployers to the employment. of disabled war veterans 
and other disabled workers. 


To Study Labor Laws 


A sub-committee was appointed to review the 
child labor laws, for the purpose of recommending 
such changes as may be desirable in the light of 
prospective post-war social and economic trends. The 
sub-committee was asked to consider the possible 
elimination of provisions permitting young children 
to work full time, the raising of the age limit in 
hazardous industries from the present minimum of 16 
years, and the raising of the compulsory school at- 
tendance age. 

The committee recommended a survey of hos- 
pital facilities in the State with a view to the plan- 
ning of such additional facilities as may be needed in 
the light of the State’s increased population. 

Other topics discussed by the committee included 
termination of labor law relaxations, hours of work, 
industrial retraining, housing, and community serv- 
ices. Also, machinery was established for co-ordinat- 
ing the work of this committee with the work of 
other advisory committees. 
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Unemployment Insurance 
Overpayment Recoveries 


Learning that the Department of Employment has 
been attempting to recover alleged overpayments of 
unemployment insurance to claimants by means of 
voluntary written agreements by the claimants to 
repay, the California State Federation of Labor is 
issuing a warning to its affiliates to be on guard and 
to protect their members’ interests by a knowledge 
of the law covering this matter. 


For several years prior to 1943 there was no stat- 
utory provision empowering the Department to re- 
cover overpayments, and in the so-called “hardwood 
lumber cases,” the California Supreme Court spe- 
cifically held that the Department had no inherent 
right. to make such collection. In 1943, however, the 
Legislature amended the California Unemployment 
Insurance Act so as to allow the Department to re- 
cover overpayments. Nevertheless, the Federation 
points out, this new change allows recovery only 
in the following instances and only under the fol- 
lowing conditions: 

1. By civil action where the claimant has wilfully 
failed or refused to give information to the Depart- 
ment when specifically requested by the Department 
or where the Department made an error in calcula- 
tion, which error the claimant should have known. 

2. By offset, z.e., deduction from future benefits as 
they became payable, provided a full and complete 
administrative hearing was first granted to the claim- 
ant, at which hearing it was established that the 
overpayment had resulted from the fault of the 
claimant and provided further that. any recovery 
would not be unjust or against good conscience. 


Accordingly, there is no statutory provision spe- 
cifically allowing or requiring voluntary written agree- 
ments by claimants to repay. The Federation, there- 
fore, stresses the following: In all cases, the claim- 
ant. is entitled to and should request an administra- 
tive hearing wherein the right and duties of the re- 
spective parties can be determined, since the right of 
the Department to recover is very limited. Only by 
insisting upon and following this procedure can work- 
ers be assured of the full benefits and protection of 
the law. However, in those cases where it is proved 
that the overpayment should be restored to the 
Department, the Federation believes that the re- 
payment should be made as promptly as possible. 

ar, 


MONEY ORDERS FOR SERVICEMEN 

Relatives and friends sending money to members 
of the armed forces are urged to use United States 
Post Office Money Orders which may be cashed, 
upon proper identification, without delay at any Post 
Office. By sending Money Orders instead of personal 
checks the serviceman is spared the confusion and em- 
barrassment of finding ways and means to convert 
the check into cash. This notice is published at the 
request of the US.O. 
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‘New Decimal-Point Battle 


As wil be noted on another page of this issse, the 
American Federation of Labor is again challenging— 
in the interests of workers “in all industries”—the 
Little Steel formula in an official proceeding sched- 
uled to open in Washington the early part of this 
week. 

The news story mentions the program which it is 
expected it will be necessary to follow. The A.FI.. 
acknowledges it to be a cumbersome and prolonged 
procedure but declares it welcomes the opportunity 
as the first. ray of hope of obtaining realistic wage 
adjustments for workers to make up increased liv- 
ing costs. It is to be observed also that the National 
War Labor Board has not conceded that the hear- 
ing now in progress places it under an obligation to 
change the Little Steel formula. 

We admire both the strategical plan which the 
A.F.L. has adopted and the persistence and patience 
it has displayed in carrying on its campaign against 
living costs when the rise in such costs are set over 
against the wage freeze. 

It. is difficult, however, to dismiss the thought that 
the labor representatives who have been carrying 
on this fight are gluttons for punishment and for 
rides on a merry-go-round. 

For eighteen months now they have been taking it 
on the chin and coming back for more. Since the 
“wage freeze,’ the news service sent out by the 
A.F.L. and also its “Monthly Survey” have been 
filled, almost. to overflowing, with figures, charts and 
text argument on the subject of living costs and the 
wage freeze. Other labor news services made like pre- 
sentations. Demands were made and “deadlines” estab- 
lished. The labor press throughout the nation which 
carries these services has gone out on the limb at 
every new approach made to the subject and given 
full publicity, to the end of acquainting the public 
with the situation as presented from labor’s stand- 
point and also for the purpose of backing up the 
national leaders’ efforts. Invariably the limb has been 
sawed off and all had to again climb the tree, and 
have the process repeated. 

The most recent instance was the appointment of 
the presidential committee on the cost of living, in 
November of last year. It was supposed, or at. least 
intimated, this committee would report within sixty 
days. As a committee it has not yet reported, and 
we cannot place at present its exact position, in lati- 
tude and longitude, on the Washington ocean of 
investigations. As we recall, though, the labor mem- 
bers of the committee had submitted their report 
(and the Lasor Cuaron faithfully presented portions 
thereof to its readers), the industry and public mem- 
bers of the committee couldn't agree with the labor 
members’ presentation, but never submitted one of 
their own. The labor members then sent their report. 
to the President, it also was pitched over into the 
hands of an “expert,” by the industry and public 
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members, and from there on seems to have drifted 
into a Sargasso Sea, or become lost. in the shuffle. 
Whether or not. that is the exact history and present 
status of the presidential committee, at least’ the 
results it attained have not been carried on any front 
page which we have observed. 

Now, the A.F.L. is starting all over again. More 
power to it and its representatives. But our suspicion 
persists that so long as an “investigation,” “survey,” 
“study” or what-have-you can be kept in progress 
those in position to do something about the cost- 
of-living and the “wage freeze” will be perfectly 
satisfied. 

Meanwhile, we wonder if when the 1944 campaign 
gets sufficiently warmed up and the psychological 
moment arrives to “do something,” whether or not 
the dear people who have been laying it on the line 
in the form of increased prices—while accepting a 
wage freeze—are going to receive retroactive pay 
or refund for their patience—and expenditure—-in 
the last eighteen months. 

pee a Se 


Would Corral Fishing Rights 


Asserting “the so-called Wallgren bill (S. 930) 
would make a gift to a few large packing companies 
of ocean bottom lands worth about $200,000,000,” 
the People’s Lobby Ine., in a statement made by its 
executive secretary, Benjamin C. Marsh, calls the 
bill “a subsidy of salmon to the big canners.” The 
statement reads, in part: 

“With a meat shortage in the offing, and conse- 
quent appeals to people to eat more vegetables, 
fruits and cereals, the irony of a bill on the ealendsr 
of the Senate to grant perpetual and exclusive rights 
in valuable trapping areas in Alaskan coastal waters 
to half a dozen big companies, which haven’t been 
rooters for price control, is apparent to all except 
the emaciated treasuries of the two alibi parties. 

“Senator Wallgren has evidently been the victim 
of a very fast one for these companies, including P. 
E. Harris & Co., Pacifie-American Fisheries, Inc., and 
Libby, McNeill & Libby, are not lacking in acquisi- 
tiveness. 

“Under this bill, these companies would get free 
exclusive rights to areas that account for more than 
half of the salmon catch, which brings in about 
$50,000,000 a year. They would get, free—which com- 
ports doubtless with their concept of ‘free enter- 
prise,’—a_ permanent. stranglehold on probably the 
most valuable fishery of North America. 

“The salmon in these areas are caught by trap, 
because they are poor fish, but that is no reason why 
American consumers should be caught by any such 
trap as the bill introduced by Senator Wallgren, and 
reported by the Senate subcommittee on commerce, 
of which Senator Bilbo is chairman. 


“This bill has enjoyed two births, nearly a year 


apart, being introduced first March 30, 1943, and re- ! 


born out of the committee March 9, 1944. If it. is 
returned to committee, and consumers are heard on 
it, when it again sees the relative light of the Senate 
floor, it should fit in with the rights of the Atlantic 
Charter, as applied to the Pacific ocean.” 

+ 


Well, if you are not a registered voter it is ‘Sust 
too bad” so far as the May primary election is con- 
cerned. The books were closed yesterday (Thursday). 
Hence if non-registered citizens have any squawk 
over the results of the balloting next month thev 
may as well, in fact should, keep it to themselves, 
unless they are prepared to answer some embarrassing 
questions. Every reasonable facility and accommoda- 
tion has been presented by the Registrar of Voters, 
while the press and special committees, the latter in- 
eluding those in union labor, have constantly brought 
the subject to attention. And now the question 
arises, is each and every registered voter going to 
exercise the franchise in the coming primary elec- 
tion? Those who do not might also show good judg- 
ment in hiding their squawks under a bushel 

—— 
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Easter Lights 

By RUTH TAYLOR 
As the lights of the world are dimmed this F ster. 
tide, as the battle of the ages—the battle be ween 
slavers and free men—rages in the far corners oj the 
earth, there is more than ever need, for those 9; ie 
who believe, to light little candles in our hearts 
candles of devotion and faith to see us through dark 
days and darker nights and to enable us to 
unafraid, whatever may come, 

seen the light. 


LACE, 
because we lave 


Our first candle is the clear, steady flame of ruth 
—the light that dispels the shadows and false jr), Aes 
of darkness and propaganda. We must keep its lieht 
burning bright in our hearts so that we May not bp 
led astray into following after chimerical belic/s oie 
selfish ambitions, hatreds and prejudices. 

Our second candle -is the slow-burning light oj 
patience—the light given us by which to wait and 
work for the fulfilling of the law. We must euay) 
well this light in our hearts, for we will have need of 
it in the dark hours before the dawn of the new day 
of peace and the resurrection morning of all oy 
highest visions. ane , 

Our third candle is the gentle gleam of merey— 
not a condescending charity, but a helpful spiri; 
toward all our brothers. We must tend this light, fo; 
without it all is lost. There can be no light for any 
if there is not light for all. 

Our fourth candle is the warm glow of friendlines 
—the spirit of love for our neighbor, regardless oj 
his class, creed or color, We must cherish this ligh;, 
for in it lies all the law and the prophets; for “if 4 
man love not his neighbor whom he hath seen, how 
can he love God whom he hath not seen?” 

Our fifth candle is the high reaching flame of grati- 
tude—of thankfulness for the mercies of the past, 
for the opportunities to serve of the present, and {o 
the Courage to face the future—‘assured alone that. 
life or death, His merey underlies.” We must kee: 
this candle burning as a sacrificial fire which warms 
our hearts even as it burns. 

The sixth candle is the brilliant light of faith, o: 
a belief in the Goodness of God, of the knowledge 
that, in the words of St. John, “We are the sons oi 
God.” We must place first the light of faith, for 
through faith all things are possible—faith not in man 
alone, but in God and in the God-given power of mit 
to do right, that the end may be right. 

These are the candles of the heart and spirit. to 
be nursed with care and to be kept ever before us. 
for only as we keep the light ahead of us will th 
shadows fall behind and the way be made clear into 
the pathway of peace. 


oe 


GAS FROM WOOD OR CHARCOAL 

After the war when gasoline may become quit 
expensive the Swedish wartime methods of using 
producer gas from wood or charcoal as a motor {uel 
may be applied to certain kinds of traffic in the 
United States, says the new forestry attache at the 
American Legation in Stockholm, Birger Berg, in 10 
interview in Morgontidningen, Sweden's labor orgun. 

Es * 
“GIDDY WITH VICTORY VERTIGO” 

First returns of the nation’s 1944 traffic casualties. 
reported by the National Safety Council, serve no- 
tice on America to jam on the brakes or face the biz- 
gest traffic toll since Pearl Harbor. January brought 
a 30 per cent increase in traffic deaths over the same 
month last year for a toll of 2330 lives. At this rate. 
the Council said, the 1944 toll would come close ‘0 
30,000. The 1943 toll was 23,300. January was the 
fourth consecutive month to bring a greater traific 
death toll than the same month of the preceding you". 
“It is evident, therefore,” said Col. John Stilw’ll. 
president of the Council, “that the nation, giddy wit! 
victory vertigo, is squandering the bonus saving it 
human life that should result from wartime trovel 
restrictions.” 
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The War Department, and 
National Service Proposal 


By PHILIP PEARL, in A.F.L. News Service 

Wat's wrong with the War Department? We'll 
tell \ OU, | 

T: > War Department is not satisfied with running 
the ar effort on the fighting fronts. It wants to run 
An: ‘ica,“too. The same holds true, in a lesser de- 
wre of the Navy Department. The military mind, 
ipp rently, can never be satisfied with anything less 
thar absolute power. 


T\ it is the big factor behind the continuing drive 
for nactment of a national service law, which means 
(raft'ng of labor. No one else wants it. Industry and 
labor, the civilian leaders of our production and man- 
pow: « programs—all consider a labor draft unneces- 
«ry, dangerous and inimical to the best interests of 
the war effort. But the War and Navy Departments 
are insisting upon it. 

In wartime it is customary to assume that the War 
and Navy Departments speak with authority. They 
know more than anyone else—and they won’t tell. 
It is an enviable position in any argument. 

A Mistaken Assumption oy 

Nevertheless, it is a mistake to assume that be- 
«use of superior knowledge and secret information 
the military authorities cannot be guilty of errors in 
judgment and action. And we believe it is also a 
nistuke to take the position that in wartime the 
War and Navy Departments are—or should be—im- 
mune to criticism. So here goes! 

When America became directly involved in this 
war—and even before—our nation’s role in the con- 
ict was Clearly defined by President. Roosevelt. He 
sud that this country must become the arsenal of 
democracy. It was our function, first. and foremost, 
io produce the planes, guns, tanks and ships—to 
win the battle of production. Most of the fighting, it 
was assumed, would be taken care of by our Allies, 
who had millions of troops trained and in readiness 
io take the field. 

Acts of Military Departments 

Nevertheless, the War and Navy Departments im- 
mediately sought to draft every able-bodied man 
into the armed services. They took millions. They 
even demanded and obtained authority to draft boys 
of eighteen. They insisted on taking fathers, even 
when that meant breaking up homes. They are now 
demanding all men under twenty-six who have been 
deferred because their special skills are indispensable 
‘0 war industries—even though such action may im- 
pede war production. To cover the latter contingency, 
the military authorities‘are demanding labor coa- 
scription. 

The Situation Today 

Today, according to British Prime Minister Chur- 
chill, the American air force in Britain is greater in 
size than the British. Today, according to the same 
authority, millions of American troops are quartered 
in Britain. Perhaps another million or more are 
scattered in Italy, Africa, the West Indies, South 
\merica. and in the Pacific. 

Nevertheless, our own country still abounds in 
luen im uniform. They choke all trains, they flood 
the cities, Everywhere one goes they are in evidence 
1 great numbers. 

What are these soldiers doing? What are they ac- 
‘ouphshing toward winning the war in the shortest 
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Meany Warns on “Freedom of the Air’ 


A warning against acceptance by the United States 
of proposals for “freedom of the air” in the realm 
of post-war air transportation is sounded by George 
Meany, secretary-treasurer of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. 


Writing in the current issue of the American Fe1- 
erationist, A.F.L. official monthly magazine, Meany 
cites the grave danger to American wage earners if 
foreign competitors’ whose wage standards are far 
below those existing in this country are granted un- 
limited use of the air space over the United States. 


Advice to American Workers 


“Let those who are interested in avoiding unnec- 
essary unemployment among American workers, and 
in protecting American wage standards from the un- 
fair competition of low-wage countries operating 
through government-subsidized monopolies, avoid 
being carried away by ‘freedom of the air’,” he urges. 

The A.F L. official commends the recent proposal of 
the Railway Labor Executives’ Association that all 
American-flag international air service be unified in 
one strong system, under strict government supervi- 
sion, and with opportunity for all American transport 
interests to be represented in its ownership. 


Lesson from Shipping 

Meany, quoting a London Times editorial indicat- 
ing that British proponents of “freedom of the air” 
regard it as the counterpart of “freedom of the seas,” 
points out that American shipping was almost com- 
pletely driven from the seas in recent decades through 
the operation of “freedom of the seas.” 

In labor’s view, he states, “the near-disappearance 
of American-flag shipping from the high seas is an 
unanswerable argument against both freedom of the 
air and freedom of the seas. If the extreme form of 
these so-called ‘freedoms’ were in force, our surface 
ships might be driven even from our coastal trade 
routes, and our airships from our own domestic sky- 
ways.” 

Foreign competition drove American bottoms from 


possible time? Are they performing a useful func- 
tion? 

The suspicion grows among such uninformed per- 
sons as ourselves that the War and Navy Depart- 
ments are wasting a.lot of manpower. We can’t help 
feeling that the military authorities are losing sight 
of the fact that America’s primary function in this 
war is to produce. We can’t escape the notion that 
the War and Navy Departments are figuring on win- 
ning this war all by themselves and that they are 
proceeding step by step in a drive to militarize all 
America. 

History of a Free People 

Somehow or other, America never did cotton to 
militarization. We have always managed to restrict 
our military forces to their own sphere, which is 
fighting. Americans have never hankered for govern- 
ment by the military. No free people want it. 

It seems to us that the War and Navy Depart- 
ments would do better to attend strictly to the busi- 
ness of fighting and not attempt to run the whole 
country. They’ve got a big enough job on their 
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the high seas, Meany declares, because it was not f 
“free and fair’ competition. On this point he con- 
tinues: 


“Foreign ship lines had two advantages: low wage 
levels and government subsidies (and often certain 
monopolistic advantages). All these advantages en- 
joyed by foreign competitors will be even more dom- 
inant features of international air transport in the 
post-war period than they were in pre-war surface 
carrier traffic. 

“It is easy to understand why certain foreign in- 
terests that profited so handsomely by the decline 
of American shipping under ‘freedom of the seas’ 
should be even more anxious to get the United States 
committed to a policy of ‘freedom of the air.’ But 
it is not easy to explain or condone Americans ad- 
vocating a policy which all relevant experience and 
evidence indicate is dangerous, if not suicidal, for us.” 


Haste Is Unnecessary 

Secretary Meany emphasizes that the United States 
is not at present compelled to determine and adopt 
its final policy on international air transport. 

“What we must do at this time,” he states, “is to 
avoid any commitments or arrangements which woud 
freeze our policy prematurely, or even tend to re- 
duce our freedom of choice, or weaken our bargain- 
ing position before our final policy can be prudently 
formulated. 

“Our Business” 


“In the final analysis, let us remember that the 
whole problem of civilian air transport in the future 
is inevitably tied to our future as a nation. Who 
flies airplanes over our country is our business. Who 
makes the airplanes that fly over our country and 
at what wages these planes are made is also our busi- 
ness. Let us in this case decide coolly and calmly 
for ourselves what we should do in the air transport 
field of the future to protect ourselves. Let us not 
make such decision on an emotional basis superin- 
duced by a slogan that sounds good to us.” 


hands to lick Hitler and the Japs without taking on 
additional worries and responsibilities. 

It. seems to us that the War Department, especially, 
cannot afford to divert its energies at this time. The 
disastrous failure of our military strategy in the 
Italian campaign and the prolonged delays in launch- 
ing the promised invasion of Europe from England 
require undivided concentration. We will win the war 
a lot sooner if the War Department sticks to the 
fighting end and ceases to interfere with the produc- 
tion end of the job. 


o 
OLD-FASHIONED IDEA 
She: “You say a pat on the back develops char- 
acter?” He: “Yes, if administered young enough, 
often enough and low enough.” 
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Procedure in "Rollback" 
Of Restaurant Prices 


The order of the O.P.A., affecting San Francisco 
restaurant. prices, which went into effect March 31, 
was the first of its kind to be issued anywhere in 
the country. The “News Letter’ from the O.P.A., 
Region VIII, states that prior to issuing the “flat 
price” order for the industry a study was made of 
the menus of the 3000-odd eating places in the Bay 
area filed by proprietors at the time restaurant prices 
were frozen at their highest level during the week 
April 4-10, 1943. The explanation of the procedure 
continues: 


To determine what classification a given restaurant 
falls into, the prices of three popular items on the 
bill-of-fare of all restaurants were totaled—ham and 
eggs, ham sandwiches and American cheese sand- 
wiches. 

Restaurants now (March 27) charging up to 79 
cents for these three items combined fall into the 
lowest price category, designated as “Group A.” 
Others are classified according to the combined cost 
of the three items as follows: “Group B,” 80 cents 
to 94 cents; “Group C,” 95¢ to $1.09; “Group D,” 
$1.10 to $1.24; “Group E,” $1.25 to $1.64; Group F,” 
$1.65 to $1.89; and “Group G,” $1.90 and up. The 
latter group is composed entirely of high-priced 
night clubs. “Group F” represents the higher priced 
hotels. 

Flat prices for the twenty items in “Group A” were 
determined by establishing the lowest prices listed 
for them on their own menus during the seven-day 
period, April 4-10, last year. Flat prices for the six 
other groups were resolved on the basis of the per- 
centage relationship between “Group A” and each of 
the other groups. 

By this method, the flat-pricing program will result 
in a general rollback in the twenty popular items in 
almost all restaurants, the O.P.A. bulletin states. 

An eighth group, covering restaurants which do not 
happen to serve the three leader items, has also been 
provided for. Establishments will continue in this 
group until their application to their war price and 
rationing board for classification based upon their 
menu records has been decided. 

a A ee Bil, 
PROSPECT FOR BEEF SUPPLY 

The American Meat Institute reports that the gen- 
eral supply of beef for the entire year will be as 
large as in 1943, but shortages of better grades are 
expected during April, May, and June. 
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NOT WAR BOND SLACKERS 

Charges that “little people” are not loyally re- 
sponding to the Government’s War Bond drives were 
disproved by a recent Treasury report, showing that 
the $14,000,000,000 goal of the recent campaign was 
exceeded by $2,730,000,000. More than $3,000,000,000 
of “E” bonds were purchased by individvials—more 
than their quota—the report said. 

Sees Ey MR : 


Indorse "Labor For Victory" 

The National Broadcasting Company announces 
that “Labor For Victory,” which is conducted on 
alternate Sundays by the A.F.L. and C.1.0., has been 
placed on a list of “recommended programs” by the 
Committee on Better Radio Listening of the San 
Francisco Bay Branch of the American Association 
of University Women. 

Labor is naturally pleased by this indorsement 
from discriminating listeners. Members of organ- 
ized labor who would like to have these programs 
continued over their local NBC stations should write 
to these stations and say so. 

oe Cee 


Former Socialist Leader Dies 

James H. Maurer, long nationally prominent in 
the labor and Socialist movement, died in Reading, 
Pa., on March 16. He would have been 80 years old 
on April 15. Maurer was president of the Pennsyl- 
vania State Federation of Labor for sixteen years. 
As Socialist candidate for Vice-President in 1928 
and 1932, he stumped the country for the party. He 
served three terms in the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives, first Socialist ever elected to the 
state’s legislature. Maurer resigned from the So- 
cialist. party in 1936, denouncing it for what he called 
its “trend to communism.” He joined the Steam 
Fitters and Plumbers’ Union in 1901. 


Letter of Appreciation 

Miss Dorothy Glass, representative of the National 
Federation of the Blind, recently has visited a num- 
ber of local unions in the interest of the program of 
that organization. The charming manner in which 
she presented her appeal has been noted by all. 

In a communication to the San Francisco Labor 
Council, Miss Glass states that the privilege of be- 
coming acquainted with the Council’s affiliates “has 
been one of the greatest pleasures of my life, and 
I wish at. this time to express my deep appreciation 
of the generosity and understanding with which the 
various locals have indorsed the National Federation 
of the Blind in its organizational program.” 

Miss Glass further stated that the California 
Council for the Blind, state affiliate of the national 
body, will meet in Bakersfield on April 14 and 15, 
and she extended an invitation to those interested 
in the work of the blind to be present, to the end 
that “we would be most happy to have you get ac- 
quainted with our group and with the work of our 
Council.” 
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Labor Council Given Story 
Of Famous "Sea Bees" 


A highly interesting and informative presents ion 
of the work and accomplishments of the now famed 
“Sea Bees” was made at the meeting of the San 
Francisco Labor Council, last Friday evening, }, 
Capt. Jack Spaulding of the Navy, whose adcing 
accompanied the showing of a special moving Pict are. 

Captain Spaulding of course is well known in San 
Francisco, where he resided previous to his eniist- 
ment, and he was given a very complimentary iniro. 
duction by President. Shelley in referring to the 
tor’s past local activities. 

Given Heavy Assignment 

His special assignment has been with the Con- 
struction Battalion (now generally known as the “Sex 
Bees”). He related how he had been called into 
service immediately after Pearl Harbor and given 
the task of recruiting some 1700 skilled workers in 
various crafts of the construction industry, and the 
enormity of the task as it appealed to him at tho 
time. Yet within seventy-two hours the force Was 
ready to report for duty. This had been accom. 
plished through his general knowledge on where {o 
make the first approaches, the co-operation of his 
acquaintances in the union building crafts’ officis| 
personnel, and, what was most gratifying, the willing- 
ness of the individual craftsmen to place themselves 
at the disposal of the nation in that hour of vital 
need. 


Visi- 


Now Number Thousands 


Since that. very modest beginning, from a numer- 
ical standpoint, the Sea Bees have grown by thou- 
sands, have gone to every landing base, battlefront, 
and to other spots throughout the world where their 
services were required. They have now become fy- 
mous in the war’s annals for the speed, ingenuity 
and bravery in the distinctive field in which thoy 
operate. And Captain Spaulding, in giving praise to 
the craft accomplishments and patriotic zeal of th 
Sea Bees, pointed out that around 85 per cent oj 
their number were in their civilian capacities mem- 
bers of organized labor. 

At the conclusion of his address, which was quit 
brief, the moving picture of scenes throughout. the 
various theaters of war was shown, and held the 
Council delegates and visitors spellbound throughont. 
It was explained that 50,000 feet of scenes have been 
taken in connection with the Sea Bees’ activities. 
though for obvious reasons only some 5000 feet arc 
shown on occasions such as was afforded to the Labor 
Council. 


A.F.L. OFFICE WORKERS WIN 
The A.F.L. Office Workers’ Union won a signifi- 
cant victory in an election at the Yale & Town 
Manufacturing Company in Stamford, Conn., having 
received 262 votes out of a total of 354, and thus 
attaining a clear majority. 


ee eee 
PENALTY AWARDS FOR INJURIES 

Minors injured while illegally employed were 
awarded a total of $27,872.86 in fifty-seven workmen’: 
compensation penalty awards in the New York City 
Compensation District during February. These pen- 
alty, or double indemnity, awards were because the 
minors were employed illegally, and were in additon 
to regular awards for a like amount. Thus the com- 
pensation awarded to minors illegally employed 
amounted to more than $55,000 in the New York 
City district last month. 
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"Muni" Carmen Voted 
Increase by Supervisors 


ction by the Board of Supervisors last week to 
-,at an increased wage to the Municipal Railway 
-aen followed generally the lines anticipated as 
eported upon in the LasBor Cuarion’s last issue, the 
‘ ad having met. on Thursday after this paper had 
.e to press. 
Nine Members in Favor 


\t the Thursday meeting the amendment to the 

‘ory ordinance providing for the carmen’s increase 

: introduced and was adopted by a vote of 9 to 2 
The majority in the voting consisted of Supervisors 
Guilagher, Gartland Green, McPhee, Mancuso, Mead, 
Mever, Sullivan and Uhl, with Supervisors Brown 
ani Coleman in the minority and opposing the in- 
crease for the carmen. 

Mayor Lapham appeared before the board and 
expressed his opposition. President Shelley of the 
Labor Council made the presentation on behalf of 
the workers, and it was generally agreed to have been 
a masterful one, and decidedly pleasing to those city 
employees for whom he was speaking, and who gave 
him high praise. He suffered bitter newspaper attack 
for his stand, but the attack was unavailing in in- 
fluencing the Supervisors. 

Propcsals for Other Groups 

Separate amendments to the salary standardiza- 
tion ordinance in behalf of the carmen and each of 
the other worker groups involved were presented. 
Of the latter, however, only those applying to the 
carmen, laborers, nurses and seamstresses were adopt- 
ed by the board, the claims of ten other groups being 
overruled. 

Following the board’s action, Mayor Lapham, as 
had been anticipated, vetoed the ordinance. When 
the veto message was presented, on Friday, the Su- 
pervisors voted, 9 to 1, to override the veto of the 
carmen’s wage increase, the line-up being as on the 
original vote above given, but with only Supervisor 
Coleman voting to sustain the Mayor. However, 
when the vote came on the veto of the ordinances 
pertaining to the laborers and nurses, only eight 
members were recorded against. the veto, Supervisor 
Mancuso having joined with Supervisor Coleman 
against the increase for the laborers and Supervisor 
Uhl on that for the nurses. The veto affecting the 
scamstresses also was overridden. 

Union Official Makes Report 

In the minutes of the Labor Council, appearing en 
another page of this issue, will be found a brief 
resume of the case as presented by President Henry 
S. Foley of Division 518 of the Street Carmen. Pres- 
ident Shelley also reported to the Council on the 
part he had taken in the proceedings, incidentally 
paying his respects in no uncertain terms to those 
who had attacked him in connection with the case. 

A gratifying part of the procedure throughout was 
the manner in which the different groups involved in 
attempting to secure increases had worked together, 
and with no bitterness against the successful ones 
heing shown by those who had failed in their efforts 
fo muster sufficient strength when the voting came 
in the Board of Supervisors. This feature has given 
vise to most favorable comment. 
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Local Hearing on Reclamation Act 

The extremely serious matter of the change in the 
Federal Reclamation Act recently passed by the 
House of Representatives will be aired today (Fri- 
day) at a hearing in Judge Welch’s chambers, in San 
Francisco, before a sub-committee of the Senate 
committee on military affairs. The issue at stake is 
the waiving of the provision which has stood in this 
Act for forty-two years, and which, by forbidding 
the selling of water from lands reclaimed under the 
Act. to any owner holding more than 160 acres, has 
been a bulwark of protection to the small farmers 
against the land monopolies. 
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New Manager for State Fund 


The Industrial Accident Commission has named 
a new manager for the State Compensation Insur- 
ance Fund. Joseph J. Gallagher, executive secretary, 
with continuous Fund service dating back thirty 
years, has received the appointment. He succeeded 
John C. Stirrat on April 1. Mr. Stirrat will return to 
the practice of law. 


The new manager started with the State Com- 
pensation Insurance Fund shortly after its inception, 
and his experience during the following years has 
closely paralleled the development of workmen’s 
compensation insurance in California. He is recog- 
nized as a leader among underwriters in the field of 
workmen’s compensation insurance, and as an im- 
portant factor in the development of rating plans 
and systems tending to promote safety in employ- 
ment, and hence that his appointment was solely on 
the basis of merit. 


ee 


LOW TURNOVER IN SOFT COAL MINES 

Soft coal miners are sticking to their jobs, pro- 
ducing the coal vital to war production. Statistics 
released by the Bituminous Coal Institute showed 
only 31 miners out of every 1000 on the payrolls in 
January changed jobs or quit coal mining—less than 
one-half the turnover in manufacturing industries in 
that month. 

a es 
AFFIRMS RIGHT OF THE PRESS 

Apparently as a result of sharp criticism of inter- 
ference by military police with coverage of a railway 
wreck last December, the War Department has made 
public an official directive upholding the right of the 
press to report domestic disasters, and ordering all 
commanders to co-operate with news agencies if the 
Army is involved. The order grew out of protests 
provoked by the refusal of military police to permit 
a press photographer to take pictures of the Atlantic 
Coast Line wreck near Lumberton, N. C., December 
16, in which 70 persons were killed, including 47 
servicemen. It was charged that military police in 
seizing the photographer’s camera and interfering 
with reporters on the scene were acting in response 
from demands of railroad officials. 
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Ship's Name Honors Late 
Official of Postal Clerks 


The Maritime Commission is honoring the name 
of Thomas F. Flaherty by the launching of a Liberty 
ship bearing his name at the Permanente shipyard, 
No. 2, in Richmond, on next Tuesday, April 11, the 
probable hour being about 4 p. m. 

“Tom” Flaherty who passed away in June 1933, 
was for many years an outstanding labor leader, and 
for over twenty years secretary-treasurer and legis- 
lative representative of the National Federation of 
Post Office Clerks, with offices in Washington, D. ©. 

He was born in Napa, Calif., in 1880, and entered 
the postal service in San Francisco in 1903. In 1913 
he was elected secretary of the National Federation, 
holding this office until his death. During the years 
of his incumbency he was responsible for introduc- 
ing most of the remedial legislation, now law, that 
affects the welfare of postal clerks.. The members of 
the Federation in his death felt an irreparable loss, 
and deem it fitting and proper that a Liberty ship 
should bear his name, proudly carrying on in assist- 
ing this nation in its fight for liberty. 

Mrs. Frank Booth of San Francisco, sister of the 
deceased official whose memory the ship’s name is to 
honor, will be the sponsor at the launching cere- 
mony, with Miss Adeline Wrede as matron of honor, 
and Miss Claire MacDonald as flower girl. The Rev. 
Father William I. Rice SJ., will officiate and John 
F. O’Connor of Oakland, vice-president of the Na- 
tional Association of Post Office Clerks, will deliver 
the eulogy. Frank Trigueiro, president; Sam Landis, 
secretary, and Martin Band, chairman of Local 2, 
San Francisco, are heading committees of arrange- 
ments for the event next. Tuesday, and are being 
assisted by H. A. Weirich, vice-president of the state 
organization of postal employees. 

eee ey Cae 
ARMY EASES “MOTION SICKNESS” 

Capsules designed to prevent “motion sickness’— 
the woozy feeling suffered by some soldiers while 
riding in various vehicles, on land or sea—have been 
added to the Army’s medicine chest after-months of 
successful experiment. The Army Medical Depart- 
ment did not give details on the ingredients of the 
material, but said it contained a sedative. 


You Must File An Income 


TAX ESTIMATE 
BY APRIL 15th 


IF you expect to have a business or investment income 
of $100 or more in 1944. 

OR IF you are a wage earner and expect to earn in 
1944 more than $2700 if single or $3500 (including 
spouse's earnings) if married. 


HENDERSON 
INCOME TAX 
SERVICE 


Established 1941 
will prepare wage earners’ estimates for 


$1.75 $2.25 


Until April 8th After April 8th 
At these locations: 


2960 SIXTEENTH STREET 


Between Labor Temple and Mission Street 
443 CASTRO STREET 
Near Market 
3206-A MISSION STREET 
Near Valencia 


4476-A MISSION STREET 


Near Excelsior 


514 CLEMENT STREET 
Near 6th Avenue 


557 HAIGHT STREET 


Near Steiner 


Page Eight 


Run o' the Hook 


By FRED E. HOLDERBY 
President of Typographical Union No. 21 


The referendum on Wednesday to consider the 
Detroit proposition, which provides for holding con- 
ventions of the I.T.U. by deleting from the Constitu- 
tion language which suspends conventions for the 
duration, showed a negative vote by members of San 
Francisco Typographical Union of appreximately two 
to one. The canvassing board’s report showed 218 in 
favor of the proposition and 410 against. 

Reporting a meeting of the Typographical Union 
in last week’s Los Angeles Citizen, the correspondent 
describes a peculiar situation in Santa Ana. Last 
year the Typographical Union was awarded jurisdic- 
tion of the National Labor Relations Board in a 
long-standing controversy with the Santa Ana Regis- 
ter. Appeal to the U. S. Supreme Court is now being 
considered by the N.L.R.B. follwing a recent deci- 
sion of the Appelate Court, which held the Santa Ana 
Register management guilty of unfair labor practices 
and of refusing to bargain collectively with the Typo- 
graphical Union, in violation of N.L.R.B. order. But 
the court did not penalize the management, or place 
the former employees back on their jobs, or even 
award them back pay. The court ruled that the Santa 
Ana union was the sole bargaining agent for the 
present Register employees, although none of them 
is a member of the Typographical Union. A resolu- 
tion protesting this decision is being prepared by 
southern California Typographical unions. 

A. Folger, a member of the Call-Bulletin chapel for 
the past twenty-two years, finally decided he had had 
enough of commuting from the East Bay. Drawing 
a traveler on Monday, he stated he intended to settle 
on the “other side” and forget time tables. A special 
meeting of the Call-Bulletin chapel was called last 
Saturday. at which time Folger received the well 
wishes of his fellow workers and was presented with 
a suitable momento of the esteem of his chapel 
associates. 

A. R. Pinsonault of the Mercury Press chapel, who 
was taken from his hotel on Wednesday of last week 
following a heart attack, was resting nicely at a local 
hospital the first of the week while preparations were 


being made for a thorough check on his physical con- | 


dition. 

Boatswain’s Mate Second Class George J. Gallick 
of the Louis Roesch Co. chapel, who enlisted in the 
Navy seventeen months ago, left this week for a .e- 
turn to duty after ten days’ furlough in the city with 
relatives. George was granted a furlough after two 
and a half months of active service in the South 
Seas. 


that although he has received V-mail from his son 
in the service, he has no idea in what part of the 
world he is located. Last word was via Postmaster, 
New York, on March 7. 

Funeral services were conducted on Tuesday of 
last week for Calthia Scardina, wife of Pvt. Joseph 
Seardina, U.S.A., and daughter of Horace Parry, re- 
tired member of San Francisco Typographical Union, 
who passed away on March 25 after an illness of more 
than a year. She is survived by five children. 

Approval of the application of Harry Leeper for 
admittance to the Union Printers Home was voted 
at the last meeting of Los Angeles Typographical 
Union. Harry’s many friends in this jurisdiction wiil 
be wishing for his speedy recovery and that treatment 
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at the Home will bring him back to robust health. 
He worked for many years in and around San Fran- 
cisco, having been a member of the Racing Form 
chapel when that paper removed to Los Angeles 
about seven years ago. 

Henry Bender, Call-Bulletin chapel, for the past 
six months with the Army at Camp Roberts, near 
Paso Robles, paid his fellow workers on the night side 
a short visit last Saturday on the tail end of a fur- 
lough spent in the city. 

Word comes from Ray C. Wright of the Examiner 
chapel, who signed up'for war work in February, that 
he is now with a war plant located at Covington, Ky. 
He says he has already gained ten pounds in weight, 
and claims fresh pork spareribs and country cooking 
are responsible for a great improvement in his health. 

In letters to his wife from Cpl. Luke Lansberry of 
the Rotarv Colorprint, who made several landings 
in the Marshall Islands, he describes the wound 
which sent him to the hospital and which caused him 
to miss the last landing when the islands were taken 
over. He was firing left-handed between the end of 
a long log and a tree which had remained stand- 
ing when spotted by Japs, who had sneaked up to 
within forty yards. A Jap bullet struck the stock of 
his rifle and ricocheted along the barrel and over the 
coral, striking him about three inches from his eye 
and filling both eyes with coral fragments. Although 
blinded for a few days, he says he has not lost the 
sight of either eye. His chief complaint, in his last 
letter, is that he is in line for liberty but must rustle 
clothes before leaving, everything he owned, includ- 
ing clothes, money and all personal property having 
disappeared at the time he was taken to the hospital. 

Cpl. John A Mueller of the Pernau-Walsh chapel 
arrived in the city Monday from Muroe Army Air 
Field, near Bakersfield, for a six-day furlough, having 
been transferred to the anti-aircraft branch of the 
Fourth Air Foree, with headquarters in San Jose. 
Johnny hopefully anticipates this transfer means an 
early trip to a port of embarkation and duty overseas. 
“Quoting the “Rotary Homefront,” publication of 
the Rotary Colorprint chapel for members of that. 


| firm now in the armed forces: “Upon receiving word 


that his eldest son was to be inducted into the Army. 
J. L. Bartlett made a week-end trip to Los Angeles 
to bid him ‘good luck.’ Upon the induction of this 
son, LeRoy, in the Army, Bartlett will have three 
sons in the service. Robert, the youngest, is serving 
‘somewhere in the South Pacific area’; David John- 
stone, a foster son whom he has raised from boyhood, 
is in the Veterinary Department at the Presidio, and 
now LeRoy, who has two sons, 13 and 9 years old.” 

Mrs. Allan E. Hart, wife of Chairman Hart of the 


| old Dulfer chapel and now chief printer in the Navy 
Carl Ludwig of the Call-Bulletin night side says | 


in charge of the print shop in American Samoa, has 
learned that Allan will start a 30-day furlough in 
May. She is making arrangements to meet him in 
San Diego. He expects to visit with their son, Eu- 
gene, in Honolulu, en route home. The younger Hart 
joined the Navy before the war, has participated in 


| many battles, and with the exception of a month's 


furlough, spent with his mother last. year, has been 


| in active service two and a half years. 


News Chapel Notes — By L. L. Heagney 

Looks like Pvt. Carl Thoelecke came down in the 
world—from Farragut, Idaho, to Treasure Island, 
California—and hardly had he been transferred than 
he came down with chicken pox. It’s smart, though, 
he says to get sick in the Navy; they take good cave 
of vou, you loaf in bed and get paid for it. 

That soldier of another conflict, World War I, Mike 
Sage, under the weather for months, now makes 
his residence at Yountville Veterans Home in the 
hope expert medical care will put him back on his 
feet. 

Queried as to what. the principal crop in his Vic- 
tory garden this year is, Dick Smith guessed it would 
be chili con carne. Anyway, he’s fertilizing with chili 
peppers. .. . Shortage of garden space troubles Vince 
Porrazzo, so much so he wishes he could borrow : 
bulldozer to pull up the street paving. Since shortage 
of gas heaviest traffic out his way, he claims, are 
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perambulators, and they don’t need asphalt, nor do 
his squash vines. . . . High-priced cucumber ge..jx 
he planted last season brought in some splencjq 
gourds, Enoch Blackford admitted. Highly deco:,. 
tive, gourds are, Enoch says; a bit hard on the tec: 
though, and this year he’ll do it in reverse—p}:.4t 
gourd seeds and hope for cucumbers. . . . Lesisy 
Brewster, still not quite sure, thinks he’ll bran } 
out and plant a general garden. Last summer | 
specialized in carrots, and did well with them, b:t 
he finds himself twitching at the nose at sight of 4 
carrot now. . .. Credit Clarence Bossler with a hor..: 
run. “As a Victory gardener,” he laughed, “Char), y 
Cornelius resembles something the President vetoed” 

In his room Ralph Moore smoked and read in quit 
comfort late one night when a phone eall cana 
through from a wire service telling him it was actin 
on behalf of an old friend in Kansas City who feare.| 
Ralph was registered at a hotel which burned wit) 
a large loss of life recently. Ralph requested the wire 
service to reassure his friend that the report of his 
demise was considerably exaggerated. 

Congratulations showered on Harvey Bell last. wee 
after notice from the business office placed him jin 
charge of a department. Bell himself felt pretty good 
about it, too, and stated folks who figured he was 
slipping should quit worrying. : 

Funny place to go looking for bargains, the Intern: 
Revenue Bureau, but Harry Harvey, there on paving 
business, overheard a lady advise her friend: “Be 
sure to get that agent over there to wait on you; hi 
figures lower than the others.” 

Peaceful slumbers were shattered by a dream, Bill 
Gobin confided. Outlaws were coming at him furi- 
ously from one side, Indians in warpaint from another 
and he decided to ride to town for help. His problem 
is, Bill tells us, did he get to town? 

Report is Margaret Bengston will sever her name 
from the payroll. It’s also said Margaret is in two 
minds about it, but a job opened in Los Angeles and 
if she aecepts it will be soon. 

“Tt’s just. possible’ you know why the fellows here 
remind me of General Doolittle,’ remarked Jerry 
Wright. “Nope. Why?” Jerry Allen wanted to know. 
“Because generally they do as little as possible,” the 
first Jerry explained. 


Woman’s Auxiliary, No. 21—By Mable A. Skinner 

The executive committee will meet next Tuesday, 
April 11, at the home of President Nora J. Swenson. 

Mrs. Betsy Haines was the guest of honor at 1 
baby shower on Tuesday night at the home of Mrs. 
Dorthea Heuring. Betsy was the recipient of many 
lovely gifts, and we might mention was very much 
surprised. Mrs. Blade and her committee were in 
charge of the delicious refreshments, though Francis 
Heuring and Ora Brill had a hand in making the 
coffee, and supervising generally. Mrs. O’Rourke at 
the piano, and Mrs. Heuring with her accordion and 
lovely voice, provided the entertainment. Those 
present were: Mesdames Begon, Sullivan, Young, 
Allvn, Gooler, Rosenthal, Swenson, Bailey, Holderby, 
Brill, Kriese, Blade, O'Rourke, Lockman, Stradtman, 
McLeod and Skinner; Misses Mary Clare Heuring, 
Carolyn Heuring and Betty Moist. 

We were glad to see Mrs. Johanna Allyn out again 
after her yery serious bout with the flu. 

—+ 


Golf News—By Fred N. Leach 

Here are the match play drawings for the first 
round of the Association cup match play champion- 
ship. Fred Leach vs. Ralph Iusi; J. A. Tappendorff 
vs. LeRoy Foley; “Bud” Stuck vs. Charles Forst; 
Percy Crebassa vs. Jess Conawav; Wayne Dye vs. 
Paul Bauer; Frank Smith vs. Charles White; Ron 
Cameron vs. L. J. Brewster; Charles Nicholson vs. 
W. P. Valiant; Bob Smith vs. Al Cantor; Cyril 
Stright vs. Earle Browne; Alston Teel vs. Harry 
Darr; Ed. Schmeider vs. Paul Gallagher; J. L. Bart- 
lett vs. Larry Ullo; Vie Lansberry vs. Howard Waf- 
son; R. C. Kimgrough vs. Ben Apte, and Art Linkous 
vs. W. Ferroggiaro. 

The handicaps are not given for these matches 
inasmuch as the handicap committee is busily at 
work on the final revisions. These revisions will stand 
for the match play for the entire period of matches, 
that is, until the finals, just before the annual tourna- 
ment. The final handicaps will be published as soon 
at they are made official and each match play con- 
testant. will then know how many “ups” he gets or 
has to give. The “ups” will be figured as in past 

(Continued on Next Page, Col. 1) 
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Mailer Notes 


By LEROY C. SMITH 

President LeRoy Ff, Bennetts, who was recently in- 
cl ted among fathers drafted for military service, 
ha. been granted a six months’ deferment. 

\faurice (“Mike”) Michelson, who has been un- 
d: going treatment at Mary’s Help hospital for sev- 
er | weeks, after being struck down with a club by 
a low on the head, by an assailant as yet unknown, 
hi sufficiently recovered so as to be returned home, 
b. is still confined to bed. 


’. M. Peeler, recently inducted into the naval 
sc vice and stationed at San Diego, in a note to the 
wiiter says: “I was sent here (U. S. Naval hospital 
ai Oceanside) for some trouble with my ankle; so 
they gave me a complete check-up while here and 
I Jon’t have much of a chance to keep up or learn 
very much about things and mailer affairs, because 
they keep one busy studying; even when you are in 
ihe hospital, you have certain duties to do, if you are 
not a bed patient. This is a good place here, for the 
sun shines every day, and it doesn’t get. cold at night. 
The land features are similar to those of ’Frisco, just 
one hill after another. We are allowed to go to a 
show every night and to church on Sunday. They 
have some U.S.O. shows here every once in a while.” 

By a vote of 3857 in favor, to 611 against, New 
York Typographical Union ratified the proposed 
book and job contract—result of many conciliation 
meetings. The wage scale increase will be $2.00 a 
week on all shifts, making the new scale as follows: 
Day shift, $12.48 per day; night shift, $13.38 per day; 
third shift, $13.38 per day. Hours remain unchanged 

40 hours per week for day and night shift, and 35 
hours for the third, or “lobster,” shift. The new con- 
tract is effective from December 19, 1943, to June 15, 
1945. 


+ 
NAZI “SUCCESS” STORY 

A sardonic account of Germany’s military “success” 
was contained in a letter sent secretly by a German 
to friends in Holland and reprinted in a Dutch un- 
derground paper, “We are conquering backwards, 
and the Russians, panic-stricken, follow us,” the let- 
ter said. “We Germans are enticing the Russians and 
their leader, Stalin, from Russia to Berlin. In this 
inanner we are deceiving them because they will 
discover Berlin gone. Thus we are beating the Rus- 
slan army.” 


o— 


GET READY FOR THESE 
New developments predicted for the period after 
the war include a chemical which will provide an 
invisible raincoat. for anything dipped in it, without 
leaving a film, and rubber and rubber-like materials 
made from wheat, garbage, limestone and other pro- 
duets. 


Run o' the Hook 


(Continued from Page Eight) 


natch play tourneys. The player with the lower 
handicap subtracts his handicap from that of his 
opponent. The difference between the two is then 
divided by two, disregarding any fraction, and the 
result. is the number of holes the lower handicap 
iman has to give his less skillful opponent. 

Millbrae, where the Irst round will be played, is 
in very fine condition. Several Association members 
who have been down there in the past few weeks 
have enjoyed the course immensely. The member- 
ship have been anxious for a return date at this 
sporty layout, and the first’ round should produce 
some hotly-contested matches. 

Don’t forget—there’ll also be an “old ball” sweep- 
stakes in addition to the regular 18 holes at medal, 
the hole-in-one contest, and a guest flight. The date 
ix Sunday, April 30. 
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GRANDMOTHERS’ CLUB IN WAR PLANT 
So many grandmothers have gone into war work at, 
one plant in Kearney, N. J., that they have formed 
a Grandmothers’ Club of more than 100 members. 
They have regular meetings. The members range 
from 40 to 79 years of age. 
—- 
SWEDEN’S DEFENSE COSTS 
Speaking in Surahammar, Per Edvin Skold, Swed- 
ish Minister of National Defense, emphasized that 
Sweden’s defense burden, although small as com- 
pared to that of other nations, nevertheless is a heavy 
one, amounting to $1,500,000 a day. 


Record for Blood Donor Center 


The San Francisco blood donor center, completing 
two years of operation at its present site, 2415 Jones 
street, last week collectede 5768 units of blood plasma, 
for an all-time weekly record. This represents an in- 
crease of 1000 per cent over the collection of 565 
units during the first week’s operation of the center, 
two years ago. ; 

— 
DAMPNESS EXPLAINED 

Customer: “Waiter, this plate is wet.” Waiter: 

“That’s your soup, sir.” 


He’s as comforting as old shoe...your dependable 
water heater? Normally he would be no worry. But 
you are doing more family washing and doing more 
“putting up” that means scalding jars and glasses... 
doing more floor scrubbing on your own hands and 
knees. That’s all good and patriotic work, BUT... 
Your water heater is working harder delivering 
more hours of heating the gallons of water you are 
using in greater and greater amount. So, sort of pam- 
per your water heater; won’t you? This is how; do 
not waste hot. water. Check leaking faucets. Open 
the drain valve on your heater every few months and 
run water into a bucket until clear of sediment. And 
when trouble seems serious, call a master plumber. 
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S. F. Labor Council 


Secretary's Office and Headquarters: 
Labor Temple, 2940 Sixteenth Street (Room 214) 
Headquarters Phone MArket 6304 


The Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m., at the Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committee meets every 
Monday, at 8 p. m. The Organizing Committee meets every Fri- 
day, at 7:30 p. m. The Union Label Section meets the first Wed- 
nesday of every month, at 7:30 p. m. 


Synopsis of Meting Held Friday, 
March 31, 1944. 
Meeting called to order at 8 p. m. by President 
Shelley. 


Capt. Jack Spaulding of the U. S. Navy showed a 
moving picture portraying the work of the construc- 
tion unit of the Navy, known as the “Sea Bees,” in 
the present conflict. 

Roll Call of Officers—All present. 


Approval of Minutes—Minutes of the previous 
meeting approved as printed in the Lasor CLARION. 

Credentials—N one. 

Report of the Organizing Committee—( Meeting 
held Friday, March 31.) Called to order at 7:30 
p.m. The following were examined, and having been 
found to possess the proper qualifications were rec- 
ommended by the committee to be seated as dele- 
gates to this Council: Bill Posters No. 44—4B. A. 
Brundage. Cleaning and Dye House Workers No. 7 
—Ruth MacKinnon. Hotel Service Workers No. 283 
—Fred G. Wells. Newspaper and Periodical Vendors 
and Distributors No. 468—Charles A. Brooks, An- 
drew J. Kallok, Leo Lueb, George J. Moriarity, Wil- 
liam Parrish. Printing Specialties and Paper Con- 
verters No. 362—Bob Hosking. Tool and Die Makers 
No. 1176—B. Homeberg. Recommendation adopted. 

Communications—Filed: From U. S. Maritime 
Commission, Ship Naming Committee, announcing 
that a Liberty ship has been named for the late 
Thomas Francis Flaherty, built at the Permanente 
Metals Corporation Richmond Shipyard No. 2, Rich- 
mond, Calif., and is at present scheduled for launch- 
ing on April 11, 1944. William Green, president, 
American Federation of Labor, assuring us of his 
co-operation in every way to bring about the con- 
struction of a new Liberty vessel to be called the 
“Samuel Gompers II.” The following organizations 
acknowledged receipt of our letter of March 8 re- 
garding the proposed constitutional amendment, and 
asking all members not to sign the “Right to Em- 
ployment” petition: Cooks No. 44; Masters, Mates 
and Pilots No. 40. American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees No. 747, reporting 
100 per cent registration for their membership. War 
Finance Division, U. S. Treasury Department, thank- 
ing the A.F.L. local unions within the eleven western 
states for the results in the Fourth War Loan Drive 
just completed. Weekly News Letter from the Cali- 
fornia State Federation of Labor, dated March 29. 

Bills were presented, approved by the trustees and 
ordered paid. 

Donations: To American Red Cross—Automotive 
Machinists No. 1305, $50; Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers No. 24, $2250, a contribution from members 
working in San Francisco proper, which is derived 
from an assessment of $2 per member (assessmen!s 
paid to the union from members of the San Jose 
branch of Local 24 will be forwarded to the San Jose 
Ohapter of the Red Cross; sub-branch members i: 
Salinas and Santa Cruz also contribute through 
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their various employers for this purpose); Masters, 
Mates and Pilots No. 40, $25; Musicians No. 6, $100; 
Printing Specialties and Paper Converters No. 362, 
$375 (which represents their fifth payment on their 
pledge of $4500 to the S. F. War Chest and Red 


Cross). 


Referred to the Lasor Ciarion: Communication 
from the National Federation of the Blind (Miss 
Dorothy Glass, representative), expressing apprecia- 
tion of the generosity and understanding of the vari- 
ous locals in indorsing its organizational program; 
and inviting our members to their conference in 
Bakersfield on Friday afternoon, April 14, through 
Saturday afternoon, April 15. 


Resolutions: A resolution was submitted by Post 
Office Clerks No. 2 in reference to men in the armed 
forces being employed without remuneration in ex- 
pediting mail matter of civilian origin and for civil- 
ian addresses, and opposing the use of personnel of 
the armed forces for any purpose other than provided 
for in the Selective Service Act; moved to concur; 
carried. (See resolution in full in another column.) 
A resolution was submitted by the following: Arthur 
Hare, Henry S. Foley, Stanley G. Isaacs and John A. 
O’Connell asking that the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil go on record as favoring and sponsoring a charter 
amendment to be placed on the ballot at the Novem- 
ber 1944 election which would make the members of 
the Board of Education elective instead of appoint- 
ive; and that the officers of this Council be instructed 
to appear before the Board of Supervisors and urge 
the submission of this charter amendment, and that 
the Council appoint a committee to work for its 
adoption. (A similar request was received from the 
Council of Municipal Employees of San Francisco.) 
Motion to adopt; amendment to refer to the law 
and legislative committee; amendment carried, with 
the understanding that the Council favors placing the 
proposal on the November ballot. 


Report of the Executive Committee—( Meeting 
held Monday, March 27.) Called to order at 8 p. m. 
by President Shelley. In the matter of Cracker 
Bakers No. 125; owing to the inability of Brother 
Dewey Mead to be present, this matter was laid over 
one week with the consent of the union. In the 
matter of the Local Joint Executive Board of Culi- 
nary Workers and Bartenders submitting their new 
wage scale and working agreement covering industrial 
“in-plant” feeding; after hearing all parties at inter- 
est, your committee recommends that the wage scale 
and working agreement. be indorsed, with the usual 
admonition; and that before taking any decisive 
action they shall return to the Council for advice 
and counsel. In the matter of the communication 
from William Green, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, inviting representatives to a meet- 
ing to be held in New York on April 12 and 13 in 
regard to post-war problems, your committee recom- 
mends that the communication be filed. In the mat- 
ter of Cemetery Employees No. 10634 submitting 
copy of the proposed changes in their agreement, 
Brother Guiney represented the union and explained 
the changes, to-wit, an increase of $1.80 per day to 
the present wage scale of cemetery workers; your 
committee recommends indorsement, subject to the 
indorsement of the A.F.L., and with the usual ad- 
monition. Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p. m. The 
report of the committee as a whole was adopted. 

Reports of Unions—Street Carmen, Division 518— 
Brother Foley reported that the action taken by this 
Council last Friday night was brought to a successful 
conclusion this afternoon at the city hall. He said 
that the officers of the Council called a meeting 
Saturday afternoon, and all those interested in the 
wage controversy affecting the City of San Francisco, 
also the various unions involved, were represented. 
Brother Shelley then contacted the members of the 
Board of Supervisors and arranged a meeting on 
Saturday afternoon, and went into a discussion on 
the issue before the Board of Supervisors for the 
Carmen’s union. Besides those representing the 
union, the Police Department was also represented 
by the Chief of Police, to observe what was going 
on and take care of any anticipated problems. We 
were able to convince the Board of Supervisors that 
something should be done. The Carmen had a mecet- 
ing scheduled for 4 a. m. the following Sunday morn- 
ing. It was necessary to get an expression from mem- 
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bers of the Board of Supervisors in order that Pregj. 
dent Shelley (in whose hands the matter wag placed 
by Division 518) would know just what. they would 
do to assist. Saturday the War Labor Board issued 
a directive order raising the wages of the Key Route 
employees in Oakland. It was then our desire to 
have the Board of Supervisors express themselyo, 
regarding the wages that were just granted by the 
Key Route System. A sincere argument was put 
forth in behalf of the Carmen’s union by Presiden; 
Shelley—something which our membership could ae. 
cept or reject. The membership responded to ihat 
meeting early Sunday morning in a most orderly 
manner and accepted the report of the officer: of 
the San Francisco Labor Council and Brother Sheiley 
and Brother Phillips, and in only two hours and three 
minutes the men were back at work; we urged them 
to immediately return to their assignments to carry 
on, and they did. At yesterday’s meeting of tho 
Board of Supervisors (Thursday) Brother Shelley 
put up a wonderful argument in behalf of the unions 
affiliated with the San Francisco Labor Council. The 
result was, due largely to the argument, the Boar 
of Supervisors went down the line, 9 to 2, in fayo; 
of granting an increase in wages to the platform men 
of the Municipal Railway. Mayor Lapham was in 
attendance and stated that he would sign the presen} 
ordinance immediately in order that we would have 
a chance to submit an amendment to the ordinance 
so that we might have an increase for our members: 
the Board recessed and met today. The War Labor 
Board acted very promptly, getting their advice 
together and submitting it to Mayor Lapham, March 
27, and on March 29 Mayor Lapham had the answer 
for the Board of Supervisors. In the statement issued 
by Mayor Lapham today he used the word “strike,” 
We resent that word at this time; and we wish to 
express appreciation to President Shelley and Brother 
Phillips for their assistance in convincing the Board 
of Supervisors that the Carmen’s request was reason- 
able and just. 

Delegate Hook of Machinists No. 68—Commentei 
that he thought that President Shelley made a very 
splendid talk before the Board of Supervisors; how- 
ever, the organizations other than the Street Car- 
men were not so fortunate, including the Machinists; 
Supervisors Brown, Coleman and Uhl voted against 
labor all of the time; unfortunately it is our own 
members who vote for people like Brown and Cole- 
man—they voted “No” all the way down the line: 
the labor movement should get together next election 
and see that we don’t have these men representing 
the public of San Francisco. Delegate Pickle of 
Electricians No. 6—Reported that he thought this 
thing is important to all the unions, and all members 
are very much disappointed at not being included in 
the increases under salary standardization. Delegate 
Rowan, on behalf of the shipyard workers, congratu- 
‘ated President Shelley on his masterful handling of 
the Street Carmen’s situation. Civil Service Main- 
tenance Employees No. 66-A— Thanked Brother 
Shelley, although their organization happened to be 
one of those left out of the picture on the salary 
standardization. Cleaning and Dye House Workers 
No. 7—Received a telegram from the National War 
Labor Board approving a decision of the Tenth 
Regional War Labor Board awarding them holidays 
with pay; thanked President Shelley and Brother 
Phillips for their assistance; received a gain that they 
would not have accomplished in a four-year period. 
Elevator Operators No. 117—After five years of ne- 
gotiations with the Y.M.C.A., they have finally made 
an agreement which gives them the best contract iu 
the United States, with substantial increases. 

Brother Shelley commented on his part in the 
Street Carmen’s dispute and how he was called into 
it. 

New Business—Motion, that the officers of the 
San Francisco Labor Council appear before the 
Board of Supervisors this coming Thursday and use 
what influence they have to oppose the appropria- 
tion for the Board of Education; carried. 

Motion made that we postpone the next meeting 
of the Council until two weeks from tonight, April 14. 
on inal of next Friday being Good Friday; car- 
ried. 

Receipts, $2080.00; disbursements, $522.84. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:45 p. m. 
Respectfully submitted. 


JOHN A. O'CONNELL, Secretary. 
—+- 
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a Continue Court Fight 
Aainst Redding Ordinance 


}'y a 2-to-1 decision, the Third District Court of 
Ap eals has upheld the constitutionality of the Red- 
dir * anti-labor organizer ordinance which the State 
Fe cration of Labor has been fighting in the courts 
sine 1942. Ordinarily, the next step would be to 
pla e this case before the State Supreme Court, but 
du. to the fact that the dissenting opinion by Justice 
Pa | Peek was presented most vigorously and chal- 
ler ‘ingly, completely upholding labor’s contentions, 
the Federation’s attorney is immediately petitioning 
the Appellate Court for a rehearing. 


‘the issue in this case is simply whether or not a 
cit council may prohibit the organizing activities 
of 1 union. The framers of the Redding ordinance 
have given the city fathers the fullest powers to «do 
precisely this. Copied or adapted from certain laws 
in eastern states, this ordinance is regarded as the 
most vicious of the lot. Even the infamous Texas 
statute merely requires registration by the labor 
organizer, with the certificate or permit being issued 
automatically. In Redding, however, the city coun- 
cil has complete power to reject any applicant for a 
license as an organizer for any reason whatsoever, 
or for no reason at all. 

The menace to labor of this move by the union- 
haters is obvious. “Wage freezing” and “job freez- 
ing,” difficult and often unjust as they are, are at 
least being done in the interest of the war effort. 
But freezing the membership of a labor organization 
and absolutely prohibiting its further growth is an 
entirely different matter. Should the Appellate Court 
decision be permitted to stand, all California cities 
would be in a position to pass ordinances requiring 
union organizers to take out licenses in order to so- 
licit memberships within city limits, and at the same 
time have the power to refuse to issue such licenses. 


SS 
“NEWS VALUE” LACKING? 

Figures just put out: by the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics showed that the number of workers involved 
in stoppages during January was half that of Decem- 
ber. Man-day losses during the month amounted to 
only 8-100th of 1 per cent of time worked, which 
was below December, and only about half the aver- 
age for 1943. Daily newspapers, in general, failed to 
publicize these figures. 

__ 


NAZI DESERTIONS REPORTED 

The Germans are hardly able to meet the deset- 
tions both in the army and in industry, the American 
office of the International Transport Workers’ Fed- 
eration says. It adds: “Soldiers apparently travel 
more easily nowadays in Germany and occupied Eu- 
rope than civilians. Thus foreign workers don sol- 
diers’ uniforms, probably provided to them by the 
underground, and try to get out of Germany, while 
German soldiers desert the army in steadily grow- 
ing numbers. In an attempt to stop this, an order 
has been issued prescribing the German soldiers’ pay- 
hook as compulsory and containing the photo of the 
book owner. 

———@q________ 
130 MILLION JOBS NEEDED 

When the war ends and peacetime economy is re- 
stored, jobs will have to be found for more than 
130,000,000 persons throughout the world, according 
to the International Labor Office. 
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UNIONS AID RUSSIAN CHILDREN 

The special relief committee organized in Sweden 
to aid children in Russia now has collected a fund of 
50,000 kroner, it is announced. The main source has 
been the Swedish labor unions. Medical supplies have 
already been bought with part of the money in Bri- 
tain and the United States. 

—____¢_______ 
BRITISH UNION MEMBERSHIP 

Trade union membership in England and Northern 
Ireland reached 7,781,000 at the end of 1942. Mem- 
bership figures for 1943 are expected to reach or top 
the 1920 total of 8,348,000 when the unions had their 
greatest’ strength. These figures include members 
serving in the armed forces. While the number of 
members increased, the number of unions has de- 
creased, from 1032 at the end of 1937 to 976 at the 
end of 1941. Of the 1942 total 16 unions with a mem- 
bership of 4,647,000, accounted for 59.7 per cent of 
the total membership. Forty-nine unions, with a 
membership of 25,000 or more each accounted for 
nearly 80 per cent of the membership. In contrast, 
641 unions, or two-thirds of the total number, with 
a membership of less than 1000 each, accounted for 
less than 2 per cent of membership. 
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"Joe" Casey Appointed 
Labor Adviser to O.P.A. 


Regional Administrator Leo F. Gentner last Tues- 
day announced appointment of Joseph M. Casey, 
as regional labor advisor to the Office of Price Ad- 
mninistration. 


The new appointee is a native of San Francisco, 
is the youngest son of the late Michael Casey, and 
has a wide acquaintanceship and experience in- the 
labor movement. For the past several years he had 
been an assistant to President Tobin of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, and resided in 
Indianapolis. A few months ago he returned to San 
Francisco and has since been employed in the western 
office of the American Federation of Labor. He is 
thoroughly conversant with the aims and principles 
of union labor, and well educated in general and 
governmental affairs. He will serve without compen- 
sation in the position to which he has been appointed, 
having been given permission by President Green of 
the American Federation of Labor to take on its 
duties. 
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Court Ruling Affecting | nim .mat ita a mentee 5 sim | Local Red Cross War Fund Ruling Affecting 
Unemployment Insurance 


Setting aside a very dangerous decision which, if 
allowed to stand, would have excluded from the cov- 
erage of unemployment insurance laws of this State 
many thousands of persons employed by various 
agricultural co-operatives, the State Supreme Court, 
on April 1, 1944, granted a re-hearing in the case of 
California Employment Commission vs. Butte County 
Rice Growers’ Association. 


In a decision dated March 2, 1944, the Supreme 
Court, by unanimous opinion, held that all exemp- 
tions of farmers extend to co-operatives, ignoring 
that farmers are third party entities and that co- 
operatives are business ventures, which have farmers 
as their stockholders, instead of housewives and 
business men. By this sweeping decision, the Supreme 
Court would have accomplished what the employer 
interests, especially the absentee landlords, have been 
attempting to do for years, and that is to deny the 
benefits of the Act to the many thousands of the 
citizens of this State who are engaged in its second 
largest industry, that- of packing, processing and can- 
ning our agricultural and horticultural products. 


The legal staff of the California State Federation 
of Labor co-operated with the Attorney General end 
filed a comprehensive brief in support of the peti- 
tion by the Attorney General for the re-hearing which 
has just been granted. 


Labor Council Resolution 


As referred to in the minutes of the San Francisco 
Labor Council on another page of this issue, the 
following resolution was concurred in by that body 
at its meeting last Friday night. The resolution was 
submitted by Post Office Clerks No. 2, and had 
previously been adopted by Samuel Gompers Post 
No. 578, and Federal Post No. 315, of the American 
Legion: 


HANDLING OF CIVILIAN MAIL BY 
MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES 


Whereas, The United States is engaged in the mosi 
destructive of all wars, in which our fighting men face 
a ruthless enemy; and 

Whereas, The preamble of the Selective Service 
Act states: “In a free society the obligations and 
privileges of military training and service should be 
shared generally in accordance with a fair and just 
system”; and 

Whereas, Persons inducted into the land or naval 
forces of the United States in conformity with the 
provisions and requirements of the Selective Service 
Act have the right to believe that such induction is 
for the express purpose of military training and 
service in such units of the armed forces in which 
they may be assigned; and 

Whereas, On January 18, 1944, in connection with 
the withdrawal of troops from the Tule Lake Relo- 

cation Center, Lieut. Gen. Delos C. Emmons, com- 

mander of the Western Defense Command, stated: 
“The Army has definite functions in our government 
—to wage war and put down insurrection—all defined 
by law.” “The War Department constantly has to 
guard against dissipation of Army manpower”; and 

Whereas, In the San Francisco post office, enlisted 
personnel of the Army and Navy are employed with- 
out remuneration in the movement and expediting 
of mail matter of civilian origin and for civilian ad- 
dresses, and the duties performed by members of the 
armed forces are equivalent to those ordinarily done 
by vostoffice laborers at a salary of $1600 a year; and 

Whereas, The mail matter involved is of that class 
which the post office solicits in competition with pri- 

vate industry, and under such procedure the man in 
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uniform, most. likely a member of a union in civil 
life, is placed in the humiliating position of perhaps 
being the reason whereby union laborers in govern- 
ment employ can be paid at a rate definitely out of 
at with the present prevailing wage for like work; 
an 

Whereas, There is no information available that 
points at or indicates a shortage of manpower in the 
unskilled groups so acute that it can justify the 
employing without remuneration (and in direct com- 
petition with civilian help) members of the armed 
forces by any government agenc y or department not 
a component part of the Army or Navy; now, there- 
fore, be it 

Reostvep, That Samuel Gompers Union Labor Post 

No. 578, American Legion, Oakland, Department. of 
California, go on record, in the best interests of or- 
ganized labor, as being ‘opposed to the government 
employing persons inducted into the land and navul 
forces of the United States for any purpose other 
than that outlined in the Selective Service Act, in 
order that they may be properly trained; and be it 
further 

Resotvep, That a copy of this resolution be sent to 
Senators Johnson and Downey; Congressmen Rolph 
and Welch; National Commander, American Legion; 
William Green, president of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; George Danfield, secretary, National 
Conference, Union Labor Legionnaires, and to the 
press. 


Laundry Workers Defeat Belmont 


The baseball team sponsored and equipped by 
Laundry Workers’ Union No. 26 of San Francisco 
won a victory over the home team at Belmont last 
Sunday by a score of 2 to 1, these figures indicating 
the class of play put up by both clubs. The Laundry 
Workers tallied in two innings, but. it was not until 
the ninth frame that their opponents were able to 
cross the plate. Lou Penrose, pitching for the win- 
ners, struck out twelve, with six hits being chalked 
against him. In the past two games, this high school 
boy has been faced by 65 batters, has allowed 12 
hits, walked one, and struck out 25. 

President Lawrence Palacios of the Laundry Work- 
ers’ Union reports that three former players on the 
union’s team have been given recognition by scouts 
for professional teams, Bob Condon being called by 
Sacramento, James Giorvas by the St. Louis Cardi- 

nals, and Frank Luchessi by the Brooklyn Dodgers. 

+ 


“Man is an animal that cooks his vituals.”’—Kd- 
mond Burke. 
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Local Red Cross War Func 
Has Not Reached Its Goa| 


San Francisco’s Red Cross War Fund passed jhe 
two-million-dollar mark this week—but the fund \ Re 
still $643,000 short of the city’s goal. 

Determined that no member of our armed forces 
shall suffer for lack of Red Cross services and s,, ps 
plies, Red Cross campaign officials here announcs( 
that the drive will continue until San Francisco’s {\:}j 
goal has been reached. 

“Red Cross has assumed tremendous addition, | 
‘Invasion Year’ responsibilities,’ W. W. Crock: r, 
campaign chairman, said. “These responsibilities ¢.) 
and must be met. Those who have not yet contri}- 
uted should mail their donations to Red Cross W: ar 
Fund headquarters, 582 Market street, or leave the m 
at any of the Red Cross booths in dicutitneas stores, 
banks or hotels. Those who already have given 
should review their contributions to see if an in- 
crease is possible.” 

Last week’s contributions were headed by a $24 000 
subscription from eighteen unions affiliated with the 
Building and Construction Trades Council. Residen- 
tial division workers reported $6541, small busness 

$1814, commerce and industry employee groups $38,- 
249, and public employees, $5136. 
es = 
CAN’T GO BACK, SAYS A.F.L. 

Discussing the need for full employment, full pro- 
duction and high living standards after the war, the 
American Federation of Labor’s current economic 
survey warns: “We cannot go back to prewar wages, 
or to a struggle instigated by anti-labor interests 
attempting to destroy unions and reduce wages. For 
going back to this means at least 19,000,000 unem- 
ployed. And no democracy, no government, no busi- 
hess, no civilization can. endure such a thing and 
live.” 
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“We Don’t Patronize” List 


The concerns listed below are on the “We Don’t Patronize” 
Members of labor unions and sympathizers are requested to not 


Adam Hat Stores, Inc., 119 Kuary. 
Advance Pattern Company, 552 Mission. 
American Distributing Company. 
Austin Studio, 833 Market. 

Avenue Hotel, 419 Golden Gate. 

Becker Distributing Company. 

Bruener, John, Company. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

California Watch Case Company. 
Chan Quong, photo engraver, 680 Clay. 


Curtis Publishing Co. (Philadelphia), publishers of 
Saturday Evening Post, Ladies’ Home Journal 
Country Gentleman. 


Doran Hotels (include St. Regis, 85 Fourth St.; 
Mint, 141 Fifth St.; Hale, 989 Mission St.; 
Land, 936 Mission St.; Hillsdale, 51 Sixth St.: 
Grand Central, 1412 Market St. "and the Ford 
Apartments, 957 Mission St.) 


Drake Cleaners and Dyers. 

Forderer Cornice Works, 269 Potrero. 

Gantner & Mattem, 1453 Mission. 

Gates Rubber Company, 2700 Sixteenth Street. 

General Distillers, Ltd., 136 Front St. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of overalls and 
working men’s clothing. 

Lucerne Apartments, 766 Sutter. 

M. R. C. Roller Bearing Company, 550 Polk. 

National Beauty Salon, 207 Powell. 

Navalet Seed Company, 423 Market. 

O’Keefe-Merritt Stove Co., Products, Los Angeles. 

Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom. 

Purity Springs Water Company, 2050 Kearny. 

Remington-Rand, Inc., 509 Market. 


” 


list ef the San Francisco Labor Council. 
e this list carefully from week to week: 


Romaine Photo Studio, 220 Jones. 

Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 

oats ie Company, 6699 San Pablo Avenue, 
aklan 


Sherwin-William Paint Company. 

Sloane, W. & J. 

Smith, L. C., Typewriter Company, 545 Market. 
Speed-E Menu Service, 693 Mission. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Stanford University Hospital, Clay and Webster. 
Sutro Baths and Skating Rink. 

Swift & Co. 


Time and Life (magazines), products of the unfair 
Donnelley firm (Chicago). 

Underwood Typewriter Company, 531 Market. 

Val Vita Food Products, Inc., Fullerton, Calif. 


Wooldridge Tractor Equipment Company, Sunny- 
vale, California. 


All non-union independent taxicabs. 


Barber Shops that do not display the shop card of 
the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unfair. 


Beauty Shops that do not display the shop card of 

the Hairdressers and Cosmetologists’ Depart- 

ment of the Journeymen Barbers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America are unfair. 


Clearing establishments that do not display the 


shop card of Retail Cleaners’ Union No. 93 are 
unfair. 


Locksmith Shops which do not display the union 


shop card of Federated Locksmiths No. 1331 
are unfair. 
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